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Critical Analysis of Article
The article Biological Warfare at the Siege of Caffa-Historical Review, by Mark Wheelis, examines the historical background of biological warfare across the world. The purpose of this article is to account for the biological warfare experiences in the 14th century based on an account of Genoese Gabriele de’ Mussi’s memoir on Black Death. The key question that the author is addressing in the article includes whether it would plausible to argue that the biological warfare used at Caffa could explain the entry of the plague into the city? 
The most important evidence in this article includes peer-reviewed literature from the previously published articles on the Black Death incident, books published on the topic “Black Death,” historical records from the World Health Organization, press or news articles, and Gabriele de’ Mussi’s memoirs on the spread of the plague. All these sources provided the author with the evidence that he used to arrive at the conclusion of the study. 
The key concepts we need to understand in this article is that it is possible that Gabriele de’ Mussi’s account of the plague, Black Death, and its spread may have some flaws, but the account of the biological attack is plausible. Wheelis (2002) argues that this account is consistent with the technology of the 14th century as well as it provides the most effective explanations of the disease spreading into the besieged Caffa city. 
The main conclusions in this article are that the biological attack in Gabriele de’ Mussi’s memoir of Black Death was the first biological warfare to be recorded in history. The author argued that based on the account, which is also consistent with the other findings from the same period, it is plausible to claim that this was one of the most successful biological warfare of all time. As such, the author concludes that the explanations provided by de Mussi’s manuscript are plausible and provides an accurate account of the biological attack of Caffa city because it is consistent with the technology of the 14th century as well as resonates with the contemporary understanding of disease causations (Wheelis, 2002). 
The main assumption underlying the author’s thinking is that his audience understands the concept of biological attacks. Wheelis has not defined what biological warfare means, but instead, he started by delving into the Black Death incident in the 14th century immediately from the start of this article. It shows that his assumption is that the audience is well aware of what biological warfare means and how it takes place. Even in the explanation of the attack of Caffa city, Wheelis provided an overview of what happened and did not describe the detail of how the attack happened. In this case, he has taken for granted that some audiences may not have the bacterial physiology and geneticist information that would make them aware of the processes of how a biological attack would occur. 
The consequences of the author’s line of reasoning are that people could view the emerging pandemics as a form of biological warfare. In his explanation, he highlights how refugees from Caffa may have been responsible for the spread of the Black Death that claimed nearly a third of Europe’s population in the 14th century. This line of reasoning would inform the way people look at public health issues faced today including the Coronavirus pandemic. The containment measures for COVID-19 that many countries took including shutting down their borders and lockdowns are a result of this line of thinking. 
The main point of view presented in this article is the third-person point of view characterized by evidence-based explanations and arguments and not assumptions. The author has shown his unbiased conclusion on the topic by using scholarly written materials to point at the specific evidence that helped him arrive at the conclusion that de Mussi's memoir provided an accurate and plausible account of the Black Death. 
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